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THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION 


By the Rev. Reginald G. Smith 


Almighty and Everlasting 
God, thou giver of every good 
and perfect gift, friend of the 
friendless, advocate for the 
oppressed and comforter to 
those who groan under the 
burden of many stresses, thou 
sustainer of all our worthy 
strivings, eee of all joy, 
secret of all our successes, 

It is by your divine favor 


ee ouennal care that we have come fo this evening 
of celebration, and we do now express our gratitude — 


for student graduates whose flesh has been wearied by 


study, even as their minds have been expanded by the 
wisdom of knowledge and understanding, and who now 
stand at another milestone of achievement and fulfill 
ment, grant them the power of commitment to pursue 
the realization of every potential for service to humanity. 

For a faculty that has been privileged to participate 
in the wonder and excitement of student growth and 
development, and are richer in their spirits if not in their 
pockets, because they have shared and given from their 
hearts, and in many ways, have seen the travail of their 
souls, — grant them access to the fountains of greater 
knowledge for deeper sharing. 


LOGIC ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH 


By Joe B. Rushing, Chancellor - Tarrant Community College 


President Adams, Chairman 
Schlesinger, members of the 
platform party, graduates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, a very 
special season has just begun 
in America. It is the season of 
graduation. Over the next 60 
days, at thousands of schools 
and colleges nationwide, hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
will gather to join with grad- 
uates in observing a significant 
milestone in their lives. The 
spectators will include parents, 
grandparents, brothers, sisters, 
other relatives and friends. In 
the case of the nation’s com- 
munity colleges, audiences fre- 
quently include children and 
grandchildren of those who are 
graduating. In any case, it is 
one of the most optimistic times 
as we come to honor people, 
who, by their educational achie- 
vements, have demonstrated 
their abilities and their dedica- 
tion to learning. 


Broward Community College, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
1960-1985 ¢ Twenty-five Years of Service to Education 


(continued on last page) 


It is not known whether a 
single one of the spectators will 
attend solely to hear the gradua: 
tion speaker. If any. do, their 
numbers would be small, That 
fact does not deter me, however, 
because something should be 
said about this very special 
occasion, and I am honored to 
do so and pleased to have the 
opportunity. 

Much of what is done here 
this evening comes from tradi- 
tions. Some of these traditions, 
such as the robes we wear, go 
back all the way to the middle event, in addition to honoring 
ages. Other traditions observed graduates by recognizing their 
here this evening have their achievement, marks the comple- 
origin in the early history of tion of the 25th year of this 
American higher education. And college. 


Broward Community College Twenty-five years is not long 
has its own traditions. Not in the history of higher education 
merely traditions of form and or the history of most anything. 
ritual, but traditions of service It is a period sufficiently long, 
and excellence. There is a signifi- however, to note the dramatic 
cant fact that should be noted as changes which have taken place 
we assemble here for this 1985 in the development of this in- 
graduation ceremony. For this stitution (Please turn page) 


Logic Alone Is Not Enough (Con’t) 


Few colleges have had amore 
modest beginning than has 
Broward Community College 
From that beginning a quarter 
century ago, it moved from that 
modest status to become one of 
the leaders among America’s 
1200 community, junior and 
technical colleges. The members 
of this graduating class now 
become a part of the history of 
this college and can proudly 
assume the role of BCC Alumni 


There 1s a great temptation 
for me to regale you with a lot of 
reminiscing. I’d like to share 
many anecdotes from the “old 
days”, stories that have been 
embroidered somewhat over the 
years to make them more in 
teresting, impressive, or humor 
ous. But, I'll spare you that. 
Allow me, however, to mention 
two or three things which I think 
have a bearing'on this event this 
evening. 

When I said earlier that 
Broward Community College 
had a modest beginning, that 
was perhaps a vast understate- 
ment. The original facilities could 
be described as humble if not 
primitive. 


But there was one 
ingredient, however, 
that made the differ- 
ence between medi- 
ocrity and excellence. 


In 1960 we dared not dream 
of a fine building such as the one 
we now occupy. The chemistry 
laboratory in that first year con 
sisted of two mismatched labora. 
tory tables, one a battered 
specimen that had seen better 
days, and the second, a new one 
that was found in a warehouse at 
the Board of Public Instruction, 
and never intended for college 
use. The chemistry faculty of 
one showed great talent as 


“scrounger’ by borrowing chemi 
cals from area high schools - in 
baby food jars. The biology 
department in that first year 
could boast of 12 new micro- 
scopes. We could not boast too 
loudly, however, for they, too, 
came from that same warehouse 
where they were scheduled to be 
delivered to a junior high school. 
| never dared ask what those 
junior high school students used 
for microscopes during that first 
year! The library had a pitifully 
small collection - many coming 
as gifts from people who wanted 
to clean out their closets or 
bookshelves. There were a few 
concrete walls at the Naval Air 
Station which were euphemisti- 
cally called “handball courts”, 
and they were just about the 
extent of the physical education 
facilities. Now you understand 
my description of a modest 
beginning. 


But there was one ingredient, 
however, that made the differ- 
ence. That ingredient was a 
group of fewer than 50 people 
who made up the total staff. 
Those persons, including the 37 
who attended that first faculty 
meeting, constituted the human 
resources which made the very 
best of limited physical resources. 
Vast eneray, creativity, profes- 
sionalism, and good humor 
created a stimulating, challeng- 
ing, intellectual environment 
They, and those who joined them 
over the next two or three years, 
laid the groundwork for the 
Broward Community College 
which we, and the Nation, know 
today. This college, this com- 
munity, and the state of Florida, 
are all better because of what 
they did. 


In retrospect, I marvel at one 
thing, while these pioneers (I use 
that term as one denoting cour- 
age, not age!) of the college had 
many fine qualities, it would 
appear that they were deficient 
in one which we in education 


frequently stress; they may have 
been lacking in the quality of 
logical thinking. For I cannot 
otherwise explain why they 
chose to come here under the 
circumstances. It was a period of 
rapid growth in America’s com 
munity colleges. In those days, a 
new community college was 
being opened every week on the 
average. Employment opportuni- 
ties were numerous. Obviously, 
they were not merely seeking 
positions. For some reason, they 
were challenged by the thought 
of joining what could have been 
considered a shaky venture of 
joining aneophyte president who 
was totally unknown to them 
and towork with resources which 
could be considered totally un- 
acceptable today. 


Vast energy, creativ- 
ity, professionalism, 
and good humor cre- 
ated a stimulating, 
challenging, intellec- 
tual environment. 


With that thought let me have 
afew words with these graduates 
who are here this evening, ob 
serving this important milestone 
- their graduation. The main point 
I would make is this: there are 
times when logic alone is not 
enough. Logic is important, yes, 
to the mathematician, to the 
computer programmer, to the 
philosopher, indeed to everyone 
But in the course of one’s life, 
there are times when other things 
should be given priority. 


First, there is the element of 
challenge. Most of us leave to 
others the challenge of climbing 
a mountain, the challenge of a 
long-distance swim, the challenge 
of competitive sports. But for all 
of us, there is the challenge that 
comes sometimes in hidden form, 
sometimes by surprise but never 
theless a challenge just the same. 
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It could be the opportunity of a 
new position. It could be a difficult 
assignment under less than ideal 
conditions. It may be the chal. 
lenge of competition. 


Each day our lives are en- 
riched because in medical lab- 
oratories, in research centers, in 
space programs and countless 
other places, men and woman 
accept challenges, that, by any 
logical thinking, would appear to 
be impossible. But enrichment of 
life is not merely the result of 
other people’s accepting chal- 
lenges. What we do with those 
we face personally will make a far 
greater difference. 


Five years ago, one charter 
member of the faculty, in looking 
back upon two decades of teach- 
ing at BCC, said, “the best 
memories are of my first 5 years 
with the college when facul ty, 
students, and staff were over- 
coming the challenges of begin: 
ning.” The challenges of begin- 
ning. I like that. Such challenges 
are not limited toa certain period 
or certain age. They are always 
there for those who seek pro- 
ductive and useful lives. _ 


“the best memories 
are of my first five 
years with the college 
when faculty, stu- 
dents, and staff were 
overcoming the chal- 
lenges of beginning.” 


Secondly, there is the matter 
of self-discipline or self-denial. A 
respected and admired American 
of another century, Robert E. 
Lee, is said to have answered the 
inquiry of a young mother seeking 
advice on the rearing of her son 
with five words, “Teach him to 
deny himself”. That may be 
profound advice for all of us. It is 
probable that Americans are on 
the verge of an age of self-denial - 


Logic Alone Is Not Enough (Con't) 


not merely as a matter of choice, 
but as a matter of necessity. 


The fossil fuel crisis of a dozen 
years ago, either real or con- 
trived, is only an example of 
what may be in store for us. But 
the need for self-denial goes far 
beyond the conditions created 
by shortages. It is evidenced by 
constraints on freedom and per- 
sonal safety being felt by many 
citizens at numerous places 
across this nation. 


Self-discipline and self. 
sufficiency may be the result of 
what is, or perceived to be; 
major shifts in public policy. 
Those policy changes are being 
reflected by decisions being made 
in Washington, D:C.; Tallahassee, 
Florida; Austin; Texas'and every 
other state capitol and ‘right:on 
down to.the county courthouse; 
city. council chamber; and icollege 
board room. rece , 


Though the day remains 24 
hours long and the borders of 
our nation remain the same, 
Americans still face- growing 
constraints on time, space and 
natural resources. The shortened 
response’ time: to’ national and 
international crisis, the disappear: 
ance of distance/asia»protective 
barrier, Causes: nations:as:well.as 
individuals to practicé self. 
discipline. The ability to do more 
with less, as was demonstrated 
early at BCC; will ‘prove to be 


“Increasingly” fmbdrtant in the 


decades ahead. Creativity will be 
more Valuable than substance. 


A third: thing which takes 
precedent over logic is the com- 
mitment to service. If logic should 
ever replace the commitment of 
service many hospitals will go 
understaffed, classrooms will be 
devoid of teachers, churches will 
close their doors, and United 
Way Campaigns fail miserably. 
These are the kinds of things 
that are made possible by emo 
tions rather than pure logic. 


These are the kinds 
of things that are 
made possible by 
emotions rather than 
pure logic. 


Almost every weekend, my 
wife and | take a trip. We have 
been making it for the last fifteen 
years. It is always the same route, 
going in a southwest direction 
toward the hill country. In the 
little town of Hico, we make a 
sharp left turn from a state 


highway to enter U.S. Highway 
281. At that point we know we 
have traveled 71 miles and have 
71 miles remaining. It seems 
“downhill” the rest of the way. 
But ‘this ‘is ‘not my Story. It is 
where the’ turn occurs. 


On that corner. Is, Or was, an 
old building. In. 1946. when two 
brothers returned home to Hico 
from World War II, they bought 
the already old building and 
openeda service station. I would 
stress” the words © opened and 
service. For you see, once ‘the 
Ogle’ Brothers took over this 
service station, it never closed. It 
was open 24 héiks a day, and 
any traveler, regardless of the 
hour, could be assured of a fill-up 
if he could» make it to Hico. 
Repair of a flat tire or mounting a 
new one was considered routine - 
at 2 a.m. Even during the gaso- 
line crisis of 1973, one could 
always be assured of getting 
three or four gallons to get on 
home or to the next station. 
Their electric bill may have been 
a little higher than necessary 
because the soft drinks from 
their machine always seemed to 
be just a little colder than any- 
where else 


Several years ago, when their 
mother died, it was appropriate 
to close the station on the 
afternoon of the funeral. It was 
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then that the Ogles discovered 
that nobody knew where a key 
to the doors might be found 
Service had a significance more 
than just a word in the name of 
the establishment. 


Logic may have had little to 
do with the way the Ogle Brothers 
operated their service station 
They, like most of us, could have 
opted for an 8 to 5, five days a 
week, career, enjoying a much 
easier life. Undoubtedly, they had 
countless opportunities to sell 
their prime location to a major oil 
company, but they didn’t. For 
nearly 40 years, they did what 
they set out to do at the be 
ginning - serve the traveling 
public. 

Six months ago, the old 
station was demolished. In its 
place is a modern convenience 
store with its computerized self- 
service gasoline pumps. It still 
serves the people of this small 
town and travelers on the busy 
highway if they do not need that 
personal touch - or anewtire at 2 
a.m. 

The computerized, disposable, 
self-service society in which we 
live is largely aresult of research, 
necessity and logic. I, for one, am 
in favor of it. In favor of it so long 
as we maintain other qualities. 


Volunteerism is a feature of 
our culture, unmatched anywhere 
in the world. Americans have 
been deeply moved by the trage 
dy in Ethiopia and have respond- 
ed in many ways. We support 
and belong to vast numbers of 
organizations which exist solely 
to deliver service to others. These 
are qualities that must be pre- 
served and strengthened in times 
of great change. 


By this ceremony this eve- 
ning, the board, administration, 
and faculty of Broward Com- 
munity College are announcing 
to the world that a group of men 
and women have distinguished 
themselves in their intellectual 
and educational pursuits. As a 


Logic Alone Is Not Enough (Con’t) 


result of this, society has a right 
to expect alittle more from those 
being so recognized, and that 
expectation goes beyond their 
being educated, logical people 
Society has a right to expect 
from you the willingness to 
accept challenges, the quality of 
self-discipline and the commit- 
ment to service, both within your 
careers and without 


INVOCATION (continued from Page 1) 


For an Administration whose unenviable tasks seem so often 
thankless, but who must continue to call upon reserves of energy, 
patience, wisdom and sensitivity - in their efforts to reconcile a 
college system grown complex and demanding, with a political 
system that appears to have grown insensitive and idiologically 
hostile to the eternal principles of common human need, - Grant 
them inspired and confident perserverance for the future. 

For a faithful and supportive staff of custodians and maint- 
enance persons, secretaries, clerks, aides, technicians and 
managers whose tireless hours and sacrificial contributions are 
also woven into the fabric of what we celebrate tonight -Grant 
them the quiet assurance of those who never grow weary in 
welldoing. 

For Dr. and Mrs. Rushing, whose gifts are etched in the origins 
and flowering of this organism, and especially for Dr. Rushing who 
has takenon the awesome responsibility to interpret to us what it 
means for Broward Community College to have arrived at this 
point in time - troubled times - we commit him with your help, to 
effective servanthood. 

Great God of the Universe, we invoke your ordering of our 
minds, your tempering of our spirits, your annointing of our ears 
and our hearts, to receive and respond to what has been prepared 
for the remainder of this celebration - in your name we petition. 
AMEN 


lam confident that you join 
that great number of BCC grad 
uates over the last quarter cen- 
tury who have brought credit to 
the institution by their profes- 
sionalism, citizenship and service. 


Thank you for allowing me to 
share this occasion with you. 


THE BENEDICTION 


And now my brothers and sisters - Go in Peace! 


“c 


Whatsoever things are true, 

Whatsoever things are honest 

Whatsoever things are just, 

Whatsoever things are pure, 

Whatsoever things are lovely, 

Whatsoever things are of good report, 

if there be any virtue and if there be any praise, think on these 


things.” AMEN 
(Phillipians 4:8) 
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